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The Hon Donald Y K Tsang, GBM, JP
Chief Secretary for Administration
Central Government Offices,

Lower Albert Road,

Hong Kong

Dear Mr. Tsang:

The five poimts of principle raised recently by Chief Exccutive Tung Chee-hwa
should be a good platform regarding which’' political ‘organizations and individial

citizens can express their views on the pace of constitutional change by 2007 - 2008.

Firstly, Hong Kong is governed under thé Basic Law, f'oﬁowing the “One
Country — Two Systems™ formula as proposed by Deng Xiaoping about 20 years ago,

Secondly, the central government wishes to ensure that Hong Kong is ruled by
patriots who support reunification, respect the Chinese nation, and do not seek to
subvert Hong Kong’s stability and prosperity.

Thirdly, as a Special Administrative Region under Chinese sovereignty, Hong
Kong has been given a high degree of local autonomy as defined in the Basic Law by

the central government.

Fourthly, Hong Koung’s system of government is still evolving in the light of its
previous colonial history under the Brtish, and therefore the central government
considers it important that Hong Kong should continue to have an executive-led
government if it is to become, like London and New York, a modern, international and

global city.

' Fifth and lastly, there has to be balanced participation in government and duc
regard for the interests of all sectors of society.

In reflecting on our fiftieth anniversary this year, the Hong Kong Civic
A.ssoc:a;lon_rgcogmzes the’ vital importance of thesc five issues in Hong Kong’s
economic, social and constitutional development.

_ . As both Chicf Executive Tung Chee-hwa and you also have said publicly, the
Civic Association equally believe that the great majority of people living here love the
country and the Hong Kong Special Admiaistrative Region, and therefore are patriotic.

As a globai financial and services centre with a high degree of transparency, Hong
Kong performs a vital role as a facilitator and expediter in China’s march under WTO
towards modemization and higher living standards. As such, Hong Kong is useful to

China

And many Mainland provinces and citics are now planning to utilize CEPA to
build closer links with the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region o expedite the
reform and restructuring of their provincial ecenomies, strengthen their efficiency and
competitiveness, and through Hong Kong to expand their international links with the
global communily.




In the months ahcad, you will no doubt be encouraging greater dialogue among
all sectors of the Hong Kong community, and liaising with the central governiment , on
the manner and pace of constitutional change under the acgis of the Basic Law, One
Country - Two Systems, and Flong Kong Peoplé Ruling Hong Kong with a high degree
of autonomy, as already granted by the central government.

At the end of the day, constitutional progress in Hong Kong cannot move forward
in a vacuum, without due regard for the pace of opening up and rcform now taking
place in the Pearl River Declta and elséwhere on the Mainland. Democratic change
under the capitalistic system in Hong Kong, must :develop in a balanced and constructive
way, without'subverting the historic economic.dnd sociai changes taking place under the

Mainland’s socialist system.

The SAR government must rely on the cooperation and support of the central
government in supporting Hong Kong ‘s economic growth and expanding employment
and investment opportunities on the mainland for our residents. In this way, Hong
Kong will be fulfilling its patriotic roie of positively contributing to China’s
modernization and progress.

Our Association recognizes the importance of the aforementioned five points of
principle as being important for developing a consensus for democratic development in
Hong Kong. Iu this connection, we are exploring various tdeas for political advance,
(copy of our Constitutional Affairs Commiitee report dated March 1, 2004. is attached
for reference) in order to enhance Hong Keng's role as a global city and knowledge-
based society, with higher living standards, and as an active participant in China’s

modernization blueprint,

We would itke to assure you of our steadfast support for the difficult assignment
and heavy responsibility which your Constitutional Development Task Force has been

given.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) (Signed)
redenck Lyan Hilton Cheong-Leen
Chairman President

Enclosure

¢c The Hon Tung Chee Hwa
Chief Executive
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. CONSTITUTION AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Minutes ofl] ' Meeting held on Monday, March 1. 2004 at Chinese Club

The Constitution Affairs Committee was appointed by our Association General
Committee at its first 2004 meeting heid on 2 February 2004.

Our terins of reference include (a) reviewing the contents of the speech by Mr.
Hilton Hilton Cheong-Leen to the Rotary Club of Kowloon at Golden Mile Holiday
Inn on 12 November 2003, and (b} coming -up with additioral- ideas for public

discussion

At:the outset, we wish to emphasize that constitutional changes can onty take
placc within the framework of Oné Country = Two Systems, the Basic Law, and the
high degrte of local autonomy —i.e. “Hong Kong people ruling Hong Kong™ — granted
by the Central Authorities to the HKSAR government.

As the National Congress and the Central People’s Government have overall
rcspon31bll|ty on the sovereignty and general administration of the HKSAR, we believe
it is in the interests of all concerned in Hong Kong that the HKSAR government should
interact closely in the months ahead with the Central Authorities in realizing the
aspirations of Hong Kong residents towards democratic change in Hong Kong at 2

progressive and steady pace.

In addition to the contents of Mr. Hilton Cheong-Leen’s speech which we
recommend for public discussion, we now present further options also for public
comment, having to do with electing a new Chief Executive in 2007, and a new

legislafure in 2008,

Year 2007 — Electing a new Chief Executive

Annex I of the Basic Law should be revised as follows:

Annex 1. (2: The Election Committée should be increased from 800 to 1,000 members.
Annex L (4): The minimum number of nominators for a candidate shall be 200 and the

maximum 250.
Electoral Law: As a steady step towards universal suffrage, the current electoral law

should be reviewed and revised to allow for a larger number of voters within the various
categones of the four sectoral levels.

Annex IT — Year 2008 Legislative Council

Annex 11)(1): Increasing the number of members returned by functional constituencies
and by geographic constituencies from 30 to 40 members respectively.

Hong Kong performs a vital and essential role in the modemization and ecopomic
growth of the whole of China, and for this reason we urge that for the 2008 election, panty
be maintained in the equal number of seats totamg 40 cach for the functional and
geographic constituencies respectively in the Legislative Council.

I



Annex 11 11{3): Becauss of Hong Kong’s growing impornance as a global ciry, international

financial center, and services hub, we believe it is in Hong Kong’s overall interests to
retain for the time being the split voting system in the Legislature.

Electoral Law: The realization of universal suffrage for the Legislature in the Hong Kong
political environment would be progressively achieved by widening the base of voter
participation of the functional constituencies for the 2008 election, wherever applicable.

With regard to the 2012 Legislature Council elections, the HKSAR government shouid
again consult the public and the Central Authorities in good time on further changes,
particularly on whether the parity ratio between geographic and functional constituencies
membership should be amended in pursuit of further progress towards universal suffrage,

as stated in the Basic Law.

It goes without saying that the HKSAR government will be consulting Hong Kong
residents 2s widély and effectively as practicable on constitutional changes to be put
forward to the Central Authorities in regard to the 2007 and 2008 election.

The sbove suggestions are submitted for public discussion through your Task Force.
In due course we anticipate further consulting our Association general membership to
ascertain their fuller views and conclusions.

(Signed)

Frederick Lynn
Convenor
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Hong Kong Civie Association Constitutional A ffairs Committee Membership

Adwvisors Mr. Cheung Wing In
Mr. Chan Sai Hot
Mr. Patrick P.T. Wong

Convenor:  Mr. Frederick Lynn

Members: M. Hilton Cheong-Léen (ex-offici o)
Ms. Ha Thuc Van Jacqualine
Mr, Chan Ping
Mr. So Chung Ping
Mr. Ko Ka Yu
Mr. Mak Luk Chiu
Mr. Lee Lau Shek
Mr. Mak Por
Mr. Cheng Hok Yin
Mr. Yeung Chiu Ming
Mr. Ng Cheuk Yan
Mr. Ngaj Ming Tak Michael
M. Chin Chi Yung Barry
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