F138

The University of Hong Kong
Public Opinion Programme (POP)

Questionnaire Survey on Professional
Accountants’ Views on Constitutional Reform

Commissioned by
The Office of Legislative Councillor Eric K.C. Li, FHKSA, JP

SURVEY REPORT

Copyright of this report is held jointly by
‘the Office of Legislative Councillor Eric K.C. Li and
the University of Hong Kong

July 2004
CONTACT INFORMATION
Research Team Members Date of survey : 20 May ~ 1 June 04 (main period)
2 June - 16 June 04 (extension period)
' Project Director Target population ¢ All existing mernbers of the Hong Kong
CHUNG Ting-yiu, Robert Society of Accountants
Survey method : Self-administered questionnaires returned by
Project Manager mail, fax and online submission
PANG Ka-lai, Karie Sampling method : All qualified members were targeted and no
sampling was adopted. The questionnaires
Project Executive were sent directly by the Office of
CHAN Ka-man, Carmen Legistative Counciller Eric K.C. Li.
Sample size : 299 valid retums )
Data Analyst Response rate 1 1.33%
CHOW Kwong-pok, (jliﬁ' Standard sampling error @ Less than 2.9%

Lverything in this publication is the work of individual researchers, and does not represent the stand of the University of Hong
Kong.  CHUNG Ting-yiu,- Robert is responsible for the work of the Public Opinion Programme (POP) of the University of
Hong Kong.



Survey Report




Survg on Professional Accountants ' Views on Constitutional Reform
e —— — ——— e

Contents
Page
Survey Report 2-11
1. Preamble _ 2
2. Research Method | 3-5
" 3. Summary of Findings 6-9
4. Conclusion 10-11
Appendices

Appcndjx I: Demographic Profile

Appendix O: Frequency Tables

Appendix IT: Submissions to Open-ended Question
Appendix IV: The Questionnaire

——— — SR — T
Public Opirion Programme, HXU Page 1




Survey on Professional Accountants' Views on Constitutional Reform

p—
J

— ‘_—m"__—__—"“_——

Preamble

The Public Opinion Programme (POP) was established in June 1991 to
collect and study public opinion on topics that could be of interest to
academics, journalists, policy-makers, and the general public. POP was at
first under the Social Sciences Research Centre, a unit under the Faculty of
Social Sciences of the University of Hong Kong, and was transferred to the
Journalism and Media Studies Centre in the University of Hong Kong in
May 2000. In January 2002, it was transferred back to the Faculty of
Social Sciences in the University of Hong ‘Kong. Since its establishment,
POP has been conducting opinion researches on various social and political
issues, and provides quality survey services to a wide range of public and
subvented bodies if they agree to publicize the findings to the general public,
and allow the research team to design and conduct the research

independently, including the sampling method, questionnaire design,

fieldwork supervision, data analysis, and report writing.

In March 2004, the Office of Legislative Councillor Eric K.C. Li
commissioned the POP Team to conduct a questionnaire survey on
professional accountants’ views on constitutional reform in Hong Kong. The
research instrumnent used in this study was designed entirely by the POP
Team after consulting the client, whilst fieldwork operation and data analysis
were also conducted independently by the POP Team. The main period of
the survey was 20 May — I June 2004, followed by an extension period from

— 16 June 2004. A total of 316 questionnaires were returned to the research
teamn via mail, fax or online subrmsswn, but only 299 passed the subsequent
verification procedures and become the final sample of this survey. Hence,
the effective response rate was 1.33% and the standard error due to sampling
was less than 2.9 percentage points. Due to the exceedingly low response
rate, all findings in this report should not be taken as representative of
professional accountants in Hong Kong.
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Research Method

All existing members of the Hong Kong Society of Accountants (HKSA)
were invited to participate in this survey. Access to target respondents’
contacts was restricted to the Office of Legislative Councillor Eric Li, which
was responsible for printing and distributing the questionnaires.
Operationally, printed questionnaires were sent to all target subjects under
the cover of “Eric’s Bits and Bytes, May 2004”, and as an insert to the
monthly newsletter of HKSA. A total of 22, 400 questionnaires were sent,
according to the Office of Fric Li. '

To avoid repetitive submissions from the same respondent, one set of unique -
computer-generated serial number and password was printed at the .
beginning of each questionnaire. Such information was solely used for '
verification purpose, not as a means to match any individual’s identity.

Upon receiving the questionnaire, respondents were given the liberty to
choose from 3 return modes: (1) to complete the Paper questionnaire and
return it by post using the pre-paid postage envelope, (2) to complete the
paper questionnaire and return it by fax to POP’s office, or (3) to fill in the
survey  online by logging onto the project  website at

http://hkupop.hku hk/accountant using the unique serial number and

password printed on the questionnaire.

The survey questionnaire comprised two parts, the first part consisted of 7

opinion questions, of which 6 were closed-ended questions and 1 was
open-ended question, while the second part consisted of 7 personal
information questions.
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A total of 316 returns were received and the verification procedures for the
submissions were as follows:

Figure 1. Verification procedures for submissions

316 submissions by 23:59, 16/6/04

dropped

» 5 cases with no personal particulars

311 cases

dropped > 12 cases with null serial numbers
and passwords '

299 cases

dropped | No case with repetitive IP addresses
and very similar contents

299 final valid returns

Out of the 299 valid retumns, 178 respondents (59.5%) returned the

questionnaire by local mail, 20 (6.7%) by fax, and 101 (33.8%) returned
them through online submission.

To sum up, since 299 valid questionnaires were used for the final analysis,
the effective response rate was 1.33%, as shown in the following calculation
(Table 1). The standard sampling error for percentages based on this
sample was less than 2.9 percentage points. In other words, the sampling
error for all percentages was less than plus/minus 5.8 percentage points at
95% confidence level. However, due to the very low response rate,
significant systematic bias was bound to have occurred, and the findings
reported herewith would not be representative of all members of the Hong
Kong Society of Accountants.

Publie Cpinion Programme, HKU
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Table 1 Calculation of overall response rate

Overall response rate

= (Final valid cases / Total number of questionnaires distributed) x 100%
=(299/22,400) x 100%

=1.33%
L]
—————— — ;-—-__“—'____.——_"__'__‘—_-———___.____—_—_—_ |
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Summary of Findings

Please refer to Appendix II for cross-reference of the tables cited.

3.1

s e
e

Quantitative Analysis on Opinion Questions

Respondents were first asked to assess, one by one, the impornance to

‘safeguard the interest of 6 different parties in the course of constitutional
reform. Results revealed that more than 80% of the respondents théught it .

was important to safeguard the interest of the middle class, followed by that
of the grassroots, the professionals, the accountants and then the business
sector. Whilst around half of the respondents thought it was important to
safeguard the interest of the Central Government (Table 1a-1f).

In accordance with the existing election system, after the 2004 Legistative

Council Election, there will be 30 seats returned by functional constituencies
and 30 by geographical constituencies. Notwithstanding this system,
respondents were asked how the functional constituencies’ seats and
geographical constituencies’ seats should be distributed for the 2008 LegCo
Election. Ideally speaking, more than 40%. of the respondents thought that
the functional constituencies’ seats should be abolished, Meanwhile, around
one-fifth of them opted for the status quo, i.e. 30 seats should be allocated to
the functional constituencies, whilst slightly more than 10% of them thought
the number should be reduced to 20. Taking the average, the mean obtained
from 282 responses was 18 seats (Table 2a). Regarding the geographical
constituencies, almost two-fifths of the respondents thought that all 60 seats
should be returned by geographical direct elections, and 15% would go with
the existing 30 seats. Apart from these two popular answers, around
one-third of the respondents wanted to have it increased to a number
between 31-59, as contrast to less than 10% who opted for a number less
than 30. Of the 282 respondents who could give 2 definite number to this
question, the mean was 50 (Table 2b).

Public Opinion Programme, HKU Page 6
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Regarding the total number of seats to be returned in the 2008 LegCo

Election, nearly three-quarters of the respondents thought that the number of
seats should remain at 60 (Table 2¢).

Basic Law Article 68 stipulates that all members of LegCo should ultimately
be returned by universal suffrage “in the light of the actual situation in the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and in accordance with the
principle of gradual and orderly progress.” Despite the NPC’s veto of
universal suffrage in 2007/08 earlier in time, one-third of the respondents
still believed this target could be achieved by 2007/08 and nearly one-fifth
believed this could be achieved by 2012. On the other hand, about one-sixth
of the respondents failed to have any idea and about 10% thought this could
never be achieved in Hong Kong (Table 3).

One proposal on constitutional reform is to implement direct elections of all .
LegCo members by universal suffrage in 3 stages over a span of 20 years. '
The final stage would be to implement direct election of the full legislature
from the seventh LegCo election onwards, i.e. from the year 2024, Results
showed that nearly two-thirds of the respondents opposed this relatively

milder proposal while about one-quarter supported it and over 10% were
neutral (Table 4).

Basic Law Article 45 stipulates that the Chief Executive should ultimately be
returned by universal suffrage upon nomination by a broadly representative
nominating comrmittee in accordance with democratic procedures, “in the
light of the actual situation in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
and in accordance with the principle of gradual and orderly progress.” By
the same token, around one-third of the respondents believed that this target
could be achieved by 2007/08. Less than one-fifth believed that this could be
achieved by 2012. On the other hand, about 15% failed to give a concrete
answer while over 10% predicted this would never happen (Table 5).

Orie proposal on the election of the Chief Executive is to turn the
800-member Electoral Committee into a nomination committee which
nominates a list of candidates who are broadly acceptable by the Central
Government. The Chief Executive would then be elected from the

' The full detail of this proposal is available at htp:/fwww.ericli.org/legco/review_040104e.hml.

Public Opinion Programme, HKU
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candidates by universal suffrage. This election method could be retained
until the full legislature became directly elected?. This proposal was
relatively more well-received when compared with the previous one on
LegCo Election, with about half of the respondents showing support while
40% opposed, and about 10% had no opinion (Table 6).

Qualitative Analysis on Open-ended Submission

In spite of the difficulties in collating open-ended responses, the 105 opinions
expressed by the respondents under the question “Your other opinions on
constitutional reform (if any)” of the questionnaire survey were collated into four
groups. For the whole set of open-ended opinions, please refer to Appendix III.

3.2.1

o
L)

A strong demand for universal suffrage - Quite a number of respondents ‘
expressed demand for universal suffrage in Hong Kong, while some of thern ,
even wanted these direct elections to be held as soon as possible. Although
the National People’s Congress had vetoed universal suffrage in 2007/08
through the interpretation of the Basic Law, a significant number of
respondents still insisted on this demand. Many others stressed the
importance of universal suffrage, but without suggesting a timeline.

Specific timetable for constitutional reforms wanted — Many respondents
wanted 1o see a timetable in constitutional reforms so that democratic
development could be materialized step-by-step whereas universa] suffrage
could be achieved in a foreseeable future. Some respondents voiced out their
worries over radical constitutional changes and wished to slow it down.

Weak confidence on functional constituencies — A significant number of
respondents believed that the system of functional constituencies failed to

perform its duties properly, and should be abolished or significantly
changed.

Divided opinions towards the Central Government - While some
respondents were dissatisfied and pessimistic  about the Central
Government’s recent intervention on Hong Kong’s constitutional reforms,

? The full detail of this proposal is available at hrtp://www.eﬁc!i.org/legco/review_040104c.html.

Public Opinion Programme, HKU Page 8
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some others claimed that it would be important to reach a consensus with the
Central Government so as to make the final outcomes more acceptable to

both parties.
= —— — = e ————— = -
Public Opinion Programme, HKU
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4.  Conclusion

Due to a variety of reasons not tested by the survey, the response rate of this
survey was far from satisfactory. Such reasons may include:

(i) National People’s Congress’ veto of universal suffrage in 2007/08 has
rendered this survey unimportant;

(ii) The stepping down of Eric K.C. Li himself from the Legislative
Council may have dampened the interest of professional accountants
to express their views via this channel: .

(iti) Accountants too busy during this time of the year;

(iv) Technical problems related to the distribution of the questionnaires.

4.2 Although our results may not be representative, we would still like to
highlight that more than 80% of our respondents thought it was important to
safeguard. the interest of the middle class in the course of constitutional
reform, followed by that of the grassroots, the professionals, the accountants,

the business sector, and that of the Central Government. All percentages
were over 50%.

m Regarding the allocation of seats between the functional and geographical
constituencies of LegCo by 2008, more than 40% of the respondents thought
that the functional constituencies’ seats should be abolished. About the same

number of them believed that all 60 seats should be returned by geographical
direct elections.

Despite the NPC’s veto of universal suffrage in 2007/08 earlier in tirne,
around one-third of the respondents still believed that all LegCo members
and Chief Executive could be returned by universal suffrage by 2007/08.

m Two specific proposals concerning the election of LegCo members and
Chief Executive were discussed in this survey. Results revealed that nearly

———

M
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two-thirds of the respondents opposed the 20-year-span and 3-stage proposal
on the election of LegCo members, while the proposal on the election of |

Chief Executive was relatively more well-received, with almost half of the
respondents showing support.

m Based on the 105 open-ended submissions under the question “Your other

opinions on constitutional reform (if any)”, respondents’ opinions could be
summmarized roughly into four main themes:

(1) A strong demand for universal suffrage; .

(1) Specific timetable for constitutional reforms wanted;
(iii) Weak confidence on functional constituencies;

(tv} Divided opinions towards the Central Government.

Public Opinion Programme, KKU Page /1
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Standard Demographic Profile of Respondents

Frequency Percentage
Gender
Male 251 83.9
Female 48 16.1
Total 299 100.0
Age
251034 83 278
I5t0 44 139 ' 46.5
45 to 54 64 - 214
55 or above 13 43
Total 299 | 100.0
Location of normal residence
Local 295 993
Overseas ' 2 0.7
Total 297 100.0
Missing case (s) 2
Membership type
Fellow 93 315
Associate - 202 - 68.5
Total 295 100.0
Missing case (s) 4
Practicing Certificate
PC holder 70 235
Non PC holder ' 228 76.5
Total 298 100.0
Missing case (s) 1
Service sector
 Public practice 76 25.6
Industry and commerce 177 59.6
Public bodies 29 : 9.8
Others (pls specify): 15 5.1
Total - 297 100.0
Missing case (s) 2

e ————— s — —— ———— — ——
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Frequency Percentage

Yes

No

Total

Missing case (s)

128

158

286
13

Inclusion in HKU POP’s platform for future accountants’ survey

448
55.2

100.0
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Frequency Tables
Table 1a
[Q1] In the course of constitutional reform, how important do you think it is to
safeguard the interest of the accountants?
Frequency Percentage
Very important - 111) 38.0)
Quite important . 74) 185 _ 253)634
. Half-half _ 62 212
Not quite important 1) - 10.6)
Not important at all 14 )45 48)154
Total 292 100.0
Base 299
Missing case (s) 7

Table ib
{Q2] In the course of consﬁtufiona] reform, how important do you think it is to
safeguard the interest of the professionals?

Frequency Percentage
Very important 110) 37.7)
Quite important - 87)197 - 37.7)675
Half-half 57 19.5
Not quite important 23) 7.9)
Not important at al] 15} 38 5.1)130
Total : 292 100.0
Base 299
Missing case (s) 7

;————
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Very important
Quite important
Half-half

Not quite important
Not important at all
Total

Base
Missing case (s)

Frequency

122)
83)205
65
15)

8)23

293

299
6

{Q1] In the course of constitutional reform, how important do you think it is to
safeguard the interest of the grassroots?

Percentage

41.6)
28.3)70.0

1222

5.1)
2.7)78
100.0

Table 1d

Very important
Quite important
Half-half

Not quite important
Not important at all
Total

Base
Missing case (s)

Frequency

143)
95)238
43

9)
4)13
294

299
5

[Ql] In the course of constitutional reform, how important do you think itis to
safeguard the interest of the middle-class?

Percentage

48.6)
32.3)81.0 -
14.6
3.1)
14)4.4
100.0

— e —
e —— e —
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Table le

Very important
Quite important
Half-half

Not quite important
Not important at all
Total

Base
Missing case (s)

[Ql] Inthe course of constitutional reform, how important do you think it is to
safeguard the interest of the business sector?

Frequency

91)
92) 183
73
16)
22) 38

294

299
5

Percentage

31.0)
313)622
24.8

5.4)
75)12.9
100.0

Table If .

Very important
Quite important
Half-half

Not quite important
Not important at all

Don’t know
Total

Base
Missing case (s)

[Ql] In the course of constitutional reform, how important do you think it is to
safeguard the interest of the Central Government?

Frequency

84)
63) 147
73
36)
35)71
2

293

299
6

Percentage

28.7)
21.5)50.2
24.9
12.3)
11.9) 242

0.7
100.0

Public Opinion Programme, HKU
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Table 2a

[Q2] Afier the 2004 LegCo election, there will be 30 seats returned by
functional constituencies and 30 by geographical constituencies. By
2008, how do you think the two types of seats should be distributed?
(Note: You can set the total number of seats above or below 60 seats. If
you think the functional constituencies should be abolished, please
return a “0” against functional seats.)

Functional constituencies:

Frequency Percentage

117 _ 41.5
1-19 34 12.1
20 35 12.4
21-29 10 35
30 54 19.1
31-39 6 2.1
40 14 5.0
41-59 ~ 6 2.1
60 3 1.1
> 60 3 1.1
Total 282 100.0
Base 299
Missing case (s) 17
Mean 17.9
Std. Error of Mean 1.94
Median 15.0
Mode 0
Minimum : 0
Maximum A 400

e ——
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Table 2b

[Q2] After the 2004 LegCo election, there will be 30 seats returned by
functional constituencies and 30 by geographical constituencies. By
2008, how do you think the two types of seats should be distobuted?
(Note: You can set the total number of seats above or below 60 seats. If
you think the functional constituencies should be abolished, please
return a “0” against functional seats.)
Geographical constituencies:

Frequency Percentage

7 25
1-19 5 1.8
20 7 2.5
21-29 2 0.7
30 4] 14.5
31-39 15 5.3
40 37 13.1
41- 59 38 13.5
60 : 108 383
> 60 22 7.8
Total 282 100.0
Base 299
Missing case (s) 17
Mean 50.4
Std. Error of Mean 1.89
Median - 500
Mode 60
Minimum 0
Maximum 400

[— — A —— R — R . - e ]
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[Q2] After the 2004 LegCo election, there will be 30 seats returned by
functional constituencies and 30 by geographical constituencies. By
2008, how do you think the two types of seats should be distributed?
(Note: You can set the total number of seats above or below 60 seats. If
you think the functional constituencies should be abolished, please
return a “0” against functional seats.)
Total number of seats:

Frequency

Percéntage
< 60 - 19 6.7
60 207 73.4
> 60 56 19.9
Total 282 100.0
Base 299
Missing case (s) 17
Table 3
[Q3] Basic Law Article 68 stipulates that all members of LegCo should
ultimately be returned by universal suffrage “in the light of the actuat
situation in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and in
accordance with the principle of gradual and orderly progress.” By
which year do you think this target could be achieved?
Frequency Percentage
2004-06 7 24
2007-08 100 339
2009-11 8 2.7
2012 55 18.6
2013-15 3 1.0
2016 13 44 .
After 2016 28 9.5
Never be achieved 31 10.5
Don't know 48 16.3
ASAP . 2 0.7
Total 295 100.0
Base 299
Missing case (s) 4

;ublic Opinion Pregramme, HKU
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Table 4

[Q4] One proposal on constitutional reform is to implement direct elections of
all LegCo members by universal suffrage in three stages over a span of
20 years. The first stage would be an increase of 30 directly elected seats
in the first two LegCo elections starting from 2008, ie. 60 directly
elected seats plus 30 functional constituency seats. The second stage
would be to turn the election of the functional constituencies into a form
of direct election after the first two LegCo elections were held. The third
stage would be to implement direct election of the full legislature fom
the seventh LegCo election onwards, i.e. from the year 2024. Do you
support or oppose this suggestion?

Frequency Percentage
Support 67 226
Neutral / No opinion . 38 12.8
Oppose 187 63.2
Don't know 4 14
Total 296 100.0
Base ' 299
Missing case (s) 3

Public Opinion Programme,-HK U Appendix/I-7
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Table §

[Q5] Basic Law Article 45 stipulates that the Chief Executive should
ultimately be retumed by universal suffrage upon nomination by a
broadly representative nominating committee in accordance with
democratic procedures, “in the light of the actual situation in the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region and in accordance with the
principle of gradual and orderly progress.” By which year do you think
this target could be achieved?

Frcquency Percentage

2004-06 6 _ 2.0

2007-08 102 345

2009-11 10 3.4

2012 53 17.9

2013-15 6 2.0

2016 8 2.7

After 2016 38 12.8

Never be achieved 32 10.8

Don't know 40 13.5

ASAP 1 - 03

Total 296 100.0

Base . 299

Missing case (s) 3

N —— e —— — S ——— e e ——
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Table 6

[Q6] Regarding the election of the Chief Executive, one proposal is to turn the
800-member Electoral Committee into a nomination committee which
nominates a short list of candidates who are broadly acceptable by the
Central Government. The Chief Executive would then be elected from
the candidates by universal suffrage. This election method could be
retained until the full legislature became directly elected. At that time,
one-adult-one-vote universal suffrage could be implemented. Do you
supportt or oppose this suggestion?

Frequency Percentage
Support 139 46.6
Neutral / No opinion 34 114
Oppose _ 119 " 399
Don't know 6 20
Total 298 100.0
Base 299
Missing case (s) 1

R ——— i
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Appendix IV

The Questioﬁnaire



Survey on Professional Accountants’ Views on Constitutional Reform

____—________—__ s

Questionnaire

For verification by HKU POP only, and
not for matching individual’s opinion

Senial number: (6 digits)
Password assigned: (6 digits)

Questionnaire Survey on Professional Accountants’ Views on
Constitutional Reform

The Public Opinion Programme (POP} at the University of Hong Kong and Mr Eric K C Li have
come to agreement to conduct an independent survey to gauge the views of professional
accountants on constitutional reform, under the following conditions:

i POP will be fully responsible for designing the questionnaire and analysis of the survey data.

1.  The data collected from the surve

y will be open for further academic studies, after the
findings are published.

ui. The survey will be conducted by self-administrated questionnaires (in English), and all
members of the Hong Kong Society of Accountants will be invited to participate.

How to fill in the ducstionnaire:

i.  For every question below, please mark a v in the box or fill in a number that best reflects
' your opinion,.

ii.  Please send us your views before 1 June 2004 in one of the following ways:
(a) by post using the pre-paid postage envelop;
(b) by fax to POP’s office at 2517-6951;

(c) by logging onto our website bttp://hkupop. hku. hic/accountant using the uaique serial
number and password both printed at the beginning of this documnent. Such information

will only be used for networking and chasing questionnaires, if necessary. It will not be
matched with any opinion you provide to us

.  Any enquiries please contact Mr Cliff Chow at 2857-8334 or cliff. chow@hkupop hicu. hk.

e — e — ]
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survey on Professional Accountants’ Views on Constitutional Reform Questionnaire

f Part A— Opinion Quéstions

QL. In the course of constitutional reform, how important do you think it is to safeguard the
interest of the following parties?

Very Quite Not quite  Not important Don’t

important  important Half-half important at all know
(i) Accountants 1 2 4 5 6
(11) Professionals | 2 3 4 S 6
(iii) Grassroots 1 2 3 4 5 6
(1v) Middle-class 1 2 3 4 5 6
(v) Business sector 1 2 3 4 5 6
(vi) Central Government 1 2 3 4 5 6

Q2. After the 2004 LegCo election, there will be 30 seats returned by functional constituencies

' and 30 by geographical constituencies. By 2008, how do think the two types of seats should
be distributed? (Note: You can set the total number of seats above or below 60 seats. If you
think the functional constituencies should be abolished, please return a “0” against functional
seats.)

Functional constituencies L
Geographical constituencies +) 2

Total number of seats ‘:'3

Q3. Basic Law Article 68 stipulates that all members of LegCo should ultimately be returned by
universal suffrage “in the light of the actual situation in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region and in accordance with the principle of gradual and orderly progress.”
By which year do you think this target could be achieved?

Year 1
Never be achieved
Don’t know 3

e e—
—  —————— e —————: —
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Survey on Professional Accountants’ Views on Constitutional Reform Questionnaire

Mh

Q4.

Qs.

Q6.

Q7.

One proposal on constitutional reform is to implement direct elections of all LegCo members
by universal suffrage in three stages over a span of 20 years. The first stage would be an
increase of 30 directly elected seats in the first two LegCo elections starting from 2008, i.e.
60 directly elected seats plus 30 functional constituency seats, The second stage would be to
tumn the election of the functional constituencies into a form of direct election after the first
two LegCo elections were held. The third stage would be to implement direct election of the

full legislature from the seventh LegCo election onwards, i.e. from the year 2024. Do you
support or oppose this suggestion?

Support 1
Neutral / No opinion 2
Oppose 3
Don’t know 4

Basic Law Article 45 stipulates that the Chief Executive should ultimately be returned by
universal suffrage upon nomination by a broadly representative nominating committee in
accordance with democratic procedures, “in the light of the actual situation in the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region and in accordance with the principle of gradual and orderly
progress.” By which year do you think this target could be achieved?

Year
Never be achieved 2
Don’t know

Regarding the election of the Chief Executive, one proposal is to turn the 800-member
Electoral Committee into a nomination committee which nominates a short list of candidates
who are broadly acceptable by the Central Government. The Chief Executive would then be
elected from the candidates by universal suffrage. This election method could be retained
until the full legislature became directly elected. At that time, one-adult-one-vote universal
suffrage could be implemented. Do you support or oppose this suggestion?

Support 1
Neutral / No opinion 2
Oppose 3
Don’t know 4

Your other opinions on constitutional reform (if any):

e e
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Survey on Professional Accountants ' Views on Constitutional Reform

Questionnaire

——

e

o ————

Part:B- PersonaiIuforriation

The following information is collectéd solel

presented in aggregate form.

D1. Gender
Male
Female

D2. Age
Below 25
2510 34
3510 44
45 to 54
55 or above

D3. Location of normal residence

Local
Overseas

D4. Membership type

Fellow
Associate

DS. Practicing Certificate (PC)

PC holder
Non PC holder

D6. Service sector
Public practice

Industry and commerce

Public bodies

Others (pls specify: )

W A W R

1
2
3
4

y for demographic analysis, and will only be

D7. Do you want to be included in HKU POP’s platform for accountants’ survey? If yes, you
will be entitled to imtiate and participate in future opinion surveys of accountants,

Yes D Your name:

Your email contact:

Your telephone contact:

No

~ End of questionnaire ~

Kindly return your completed questionnaire to HKU POP’s office by one of the modes available,

on or before 1 June 2004. Data anal

ysis of this survey is expected to commence in early June,

and the results to be released by end of June. Thank you for your participation in this survey.

—_——
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