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LegCo Office of the Hon. Margaret Ng
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ARTICLE 45 CONCIAR CROZP IN LEGCD

17 January 2005

Mr. Stephen Lam
The Secretary for Constitutional Affairs
3/F., Main and East Wings
- Central Government Offices
Hong Kong

Dear Secretary,

Re: Response to Report No.4 of the Task Force

Enclosed please find a pamphlet entitled “Step out, Step Up Universal
Suffrage™ which is the Article 45 Concern Group in LegCo’s response to the
Task Force’s Fourth Report.

The Concern Group welcomes your comments and will be pleased to meet
with you to discuss the way forward.

Thank you for your kind attention.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed)

Sarah Lee
for Miss Margaret Ng

Encl. -

Room 116, 11/F, EEPRITHH 0N HTE R 16T
R AE: 2860 06933, 2869 8317
I 2170 5190

ﬂ H: wwwwW.marga rclng.cum

New Henry House,

10 Ice House Street,

Central, Hong Kong

Tel: 2869 9693, 2869 8317 Fax: 2179 5190

Website: www.margareing.com



You are cordially invited to visit our new website
www.article43-legco.org.hk and voice your
views. For enquiries and copies, please cail:

Tel: 2899 2438/2537 2740
www.audreyeu.org

Tel: 2509 3116
www.alanleang.net

Tel: 2869 8317/2537 2725
www.margaretnig.com

Tel: 2509 3132
www.ronnytong.org

1. What Is your overall response to Report No. 4 of the .

Task Force?

The Report has totally failed to respond to the public's aspiration
for universal suifrage for 2007/2008 and simply ignored it as
if it has not been expressed, The Report does not even propase
a timetable for achieving universal suffrage at a later date,

It has failed to address the pressing problem of governance,
and turned a blind eye to the harm persistent bad governance
is doing to Hong Kong's prosperity and stability.

in short, the Report shaws that the HKSAR Government is
burying its head in the sand.

What are Hong Kong people being offered in the
Report? -

Having screened out the views of the majority for universal
suffrage, the Report tries Lo restrict the public to a narrow
range of choices, specifically -

For CE slectlon: .

* enlarging the Election Committee (EC} 10 1,200 - 1,600

* including more District Council members into the EC

. lhkerhghilhthemmbefufECnlembmreqwmtumnhaﬁm
* possibly slightly broadening the electoral base of the EC

For LegCo:;

* possibly increasing seats to 70 - 80 by adding 5 - 10 seats
€ach of Functional Constituencies (FCs) and Geographical
Constituencies {GCs);

* some reorganization of FCs

* possibly slightly broadening the electoral base of some FCs

Do you expect Hong Kong people to accept this
straight-Jacket and serfously consider choosing from
what is on offer?

No. We consider the Report's proposal an insult to our
intelligence, and we believe the Hang Kong community thinks
the same.

Do Mong Kong people have any oiternative other
than occepting the Report's offer?

Yes, Hong Kong people do not have 1o accept what they do
not want, They should continue 1o fight for what they really
want, which is universal suffrage for 2007/2008. What the
Report offers is not even a hall-way house to universal suffrage.

Is It still meaningful to fight for universal suffrage
for 2007/2008 after the 3tanding Committee's 26
April Decision?

10.

Certainly. For one thing, the Chinese Constitution provides for
the Nationals People's Congress to alter or annul an inappropriate
decision of the Standing Commiltee. For anather, we will never
get universal suffrage at whatever date if we don't fight for it
but wait tor it to falf from heaven,

Why are you so determined to fight for universoal
suffrage for 2007/20087 Isn't it more important to
concentrate on the economy?

We are more determined than ever because we need to move
to universal sutirage in order to change governance, and good
governance is essential for economic success, particularly if we
wani all sectors of the community 1o benefit. Bad governance
will lead to instability and inefficiency with time and money
wasled, as recent examples like Hung Hom Peninsula, West
Kawloon Cultural Development and the Link Reit have shown,
and this hinders economic success.

But some people suggest that Hong K ong people have
to choose between democracy and improving the
ecartomy?

The opposite is true. Poor governance is a major stumbling
block to making a success of the economy.

S0 what do you recommend Hong Kong people to say
to the Covernment in response to Report No. 47

Demand that the Government should respond to the strong
aspiration of the people for universal suffrage for 2007/2008.
Tell the Government it should not just discard the majority view
and then hobble together from the remaining views a
"mainstream mode!” and force it upon the community, If the
Government cannot deliver 2007/2008 universal sulfrage, it
should at Ieast propose a model as close to it as possible, and
explain how far that model can address the problem of
governance and lead 1o universal suffrage.

What is the Government's next move?

According to officials, the decisive move is No.§ Report scheduled
for May/june 2005 which presents the *mainstream model”
lor LegCa's vote, and it a two-third majority is oblained, for
Beijing's approval, .

What is your recommendation for the commuanity as
the next move?

To require every LegCo member to demand that the model in
Report No. § addresses the real needs and aspirations of the
people as stated above; to require every LegCo member in any
event to vote according to the wishes of the Hong Kong
Community, :
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