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KHK=ZABHBESE The Greater Pearl River Delta Business Council

7?& partnership with the government, Hong Kong's business community has been making
enormous efforts to promote exchanges and cooperation between Hong Kong and the Mainland.
The Greater Pearl River Delta Business Council has been playing this pivotal role in various areas
of Hong Kong/Guangdong cooperation.

The Business Council brings together talents in our local business sector, with a view to developing
concrete policy proposals for consideration by the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
and Guangdong governments. The Business Council has put forward pragmatic recommendations
on a wide array of issues, including sustainable development, investment promotion, strengthening
technological and tourism cooperation, facilitating cross-boundary passenger and cargo flows,
and improving implementation of CEPA. In addition, the Business Council has conducted studies
on the impact on Hong Kong of the economic restructuring in Guangdong and the development
of Western Pearl River Delta (PRD). The studies have provided suggestions to the two governments
so that they can better cater for the needs of social and economic developments when formulating
policies.
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The Business Council has established close ties with the China Council for the Promotion of
International Trade Guangdong Sub-Council and relevant organisations. They have made
concerted efforts to improve air quality in the region, facilitate Guangdong private enterprises
to set up business in Hong Kong and explore new business opportunities in the Mainland for
the Hong Kong services sector. Concrete measures included the introduction of the Clean Air
Charter and the organisation of Hong Kong Investment Promotion Seminar for Guangdong
enterprises.

In no more than two years' time since its inception, the Business Council has successfully put
in place a unique platform to facilitate communication between the Government and the business
sector. With rapid developments in other economic regions, it is important for Hong Kong and
Guangdong to step up cooperation and enhance the overall competitiveness of the Greater PRD
region. | look forward to the Business Council's continued efforts in forging closer ties between

the two places and promoting development of the region.
W

Mr Rafael Hui
Chief Secretary for Administration of HKSAR
June 2006
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KHZK=ZABHBESE The Greater Pearl River Delta Business Council
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/4 4 a key player in fostering private sector cooperation between Guangdong and Hong Kong,
the Greater Pearl River Delta Business Council has, since its inception, made tremendous
contribution to facilitate trade and economic cooperation as well as private sector exchanges
between the two places. Under the "forward-looking, comprehensive, pragmatic and mutually
beneficial" principle, the Business Council worked in close collaboration with the CCPIT Guangdong
Sub-Council last year. Through vigorous exchanges of views and studies/researches, the Business
Council produced some in-depth study reports as well as constructive recommendations on
major areas of cooperation agreed at the Hong Kong Guangdong Cooperation Joint Conference.
These efforts contributed significantly to the promotion of Guangdong/Hong Kong cooperation
as well as Pan-PRD regional cooperation. The total value of imports and exports between
Guangdong and Hong Kong in 2005 reached an all-time high of more than US$290 billion after
successive growths in recent years. Cooperation is also moving forward in various areas including
services industry, tourism, control point, cross-boundary major infrastructural development,
technology and culture. These achievements are attributable in no small part to the Business
Council's work. On behalf of the Guangdong Provincial People's Government, | wish to extend
our warmest congratulations on the publication of the 2005/06 Annual Report of the Business
Council. | would also like to take this opportunity to express our heartfelt appreciation of the
dedication and contribution of the Business Council in strengthening cooperation between the
two places.
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B £ In the year ahead, it is envisaged that the national drive to build a moderately prosperous society,
' - the rolling out of the 11" Five-year Plan, the full implementation of CEPA, as well as enhanced
GPRD and Pan-PRD regional cooperation will combine to open up new opportunities for
Guangdong/Hong Kong cooperation. | hope the Business Council will continue to "enhance
mutual communication, engage dialogues, make recommendations and conduct facilitation",
play its part as an effective communication and collaboration platform between the private
sectors of Guangdong and Hong Kong, and achieve greater success in promoting the cooperation,

prosperity and development of the two places.

- TANG Bingquan

Executive Vice-Governor

Guangdong Provincial People's Government
June 2006




