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The National Development and Reform
Commission published the Outline of the Plan for the
Reform and Development of the Pearl River Delta in
January 2009. The Outline firmly puts cooperation
between Hong Kong and the Pearl River Delta
Region (PRD) on the nation’s development agenda.
Hong Kong and Guangdong Governments, as well
as the business sector and the wider community,
need to take a broad, long-term perspective and
explore the many new opportunities arising from this
strategic development.

The Mainland is changing its economic structure
and transforming its mode of development.
Meanwhile, the global financial crisis is reshaping
global economic order, and the centre of gravity is
gradually shifting to Asia. China’s involvement and
significance in this new economic order is increasing
with time. Against this backdrop, the strengthening
of Hong Kong-Guangdong cooperation will enhance
the complementarities between Hong Kong and
the PRD; help the region expand its domestic and
overseas markets; raise its core competitiveness;

and contribute to the long-term development of our
nation.

The Greater Pearl River Delta Business Council has
all along provided valuable advice on cooperation
between Hong Kong and Guangdong. Through its
four sub-groups and an ad hoc group that focuses
on the Outline, the Council has worked with the
business sector and professional bodies to examine
strategies and promote initiatives to enhance Hong
Kong-Guangdong cooperation.
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The future role of the Business Council will be even
more significant. We look forward to the Council
joining hands with the government to support the
implementation of the Outline, CEPA, and the “early
and pilot implementation” initiatives in Guangdong, as
well as examining the role of the PRD in the National
12th Five-year Plan.

The Business Council’s contribution has been widely
acclaimed. | would like to thank all the members
whose commitment has helped the Council collate
views of the business sector, professional bodies,
and the wider community on Hong Kong-Guangdong
cooperation. | hope the Council will maintain close
liaison with the China Council for the Promotion
of International Trade, Guangdong Sub-Council
and help governments of both places assess new
developments in the business world and society, in
order to formulate timely and appropriate policies to
further bilateral cooperation.
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Mr Henry Tang

Chief Secretary for Administration

Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
February 2010
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